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in the field of higher education 2. Humanities; professional sphere 2.1. Philology (Bulgarian 
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Senior Assistant Professor Dr Greta Stoyanova is an associate of many years of the 

Research centre “Preslav Literary School”, since 1993. She is an established part-time lecturer 

of Old Bulgarian literature in various bachelor’s and master’s degree programmes at The 

University of Shumen. She leads lectures and seminar teachings not only to philologists but 

also to students of Theology. The courses led by her vary from Old Bulgarian literature to the 

issues of the semiotics of culture. I start with this introductory background because it fully 

corresponds to the theme and area of the competition she is applying for. 

G. Stoyanova has a doctoral degree since 2002 with a topic of the dissertation „Church 

saga and the Old Bulgarian literature from the end of the IX and the beginning of the X 

century “. According to the procedure, she submitted the following materials, which are 

subject to evaluation and are grouped by the scientometric indicators in accordance with the 

National minimal requirements for the academic position “Associate Professor”: printed 

habilitation work; 2 studies; 26 published articles, one of which is indexed in Scopus, WoS. 

Looking up for references to the works shows 34 citations, one-third of which are found in 

international publications. Dr Stoyanova is recognized for her remarkable contribution in 

organizing and hosting the traditional forums of the Research centre “Preslav Literary 

School” of The University of Shumen, and also editing the eponymous series and other 

thematical collections. She took part in 3 large national projects with external funding, one of 

which is ongoing, called “Historical and Cultural Heritage, National Memory and Social 

Development”, as well as 13 projects of The University of Shumen. She had been a tutor of 

one graduate student. As a result of my examination of the impeccably organized materials of 

the applicant, I consider the candidature which is being evaluated as fully corresponding to 

the national requirements of the academic position “Associate Professor”, to Art. 24, para 1 of 

the “Law for the development of academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria”, to Art. 53, para 



1 of the “Regulations for the application of the Law for the development of academic staff in 

the Republic of Bulgaria”, and to the “Regulations for acquiring academic degrees and 

conferring academic ranks” of The University of Shumen. This allows me to move forward to 

the scholarly qualities of the peer-reviewed work. 

The first object of analysis should be Dr Stoyanova’s contribution with her habilitation 

work “Toposes and prototypes in Old Bulgarian original hagiography – Epigraphy and 

Medievalism. Research. V. I. Shumen: University publishing house “Bishop Konstantin of 

Preslav”, 2020, 283. Printed as a book with a summary in Russian and English, this work is 

an original development of three known texts – the “Extensive Hagiography of Constantine 

Cyril the Philosopher”, the “Extensive Hagiography of Methodius” and the “Nameless 

Hagiography of John of Rila” but through the prism of the culturological concepts topos, 

protо-image, prototype. A fact that cannot be left unnoticed is that the analysed sources are 

purposefully chosen with an emphasis on the original works about the life of emblematic 

figures of the Middle Ages in Bulgaria and the Orthodox Slavdom. In the beginning, the 

author presents the extensive bibliography on the subject and formulates clearly the aspects of 

the three main working terms which she uses. She elaborates a precise operational terms 

matrix which is based on A. Miltenova’s formulation for the toposes and their organic 

connection with the organization of the text on a different level-from subject matter and 

composition to artistic means, and the so-called “catalogue of toposes” of T. Parch. A 

personal contribution of hers is the formulation of four concept types of the topos- a plot 

(narrative), thematic, ethical, and linguistic. I think that despite the conditionalities and the 

interconnection, the formulation draws an accurate general conclusion from the topos theory 

and is adequately applied to the chosen texts. Differentiating the proto-image as a more 

customized and concrete than the prototype which is a more general term, a model, a 

standard, and an agiotype is also done clear enough and can be used by other researchers. In 

the body of the work, the toposes are very perspicuously phrased along with the comparison 

between the “Roman patericon” and separate elements of the three texts in focus, in condition 

to express the hypothesis for the role of the Patericon as a ”practical hagiographic handbook” 

(p. 92). This thesis is of course possible, but it should not be absolutized and should not limit, 

what I believe, is a much wider field of influences over the original Bulgarian hagiography. In 

the following chapters of concrete analysis of the three working terms, the three texts are also 

analysed, focusing on the specifics of each text as well as their commonalities. With St. Cyril, 

for example, the Moses’ paradigm of qualities is particularly suitable for a lawmaker, which 

only the older one of the two equal to the Apostles is; in the “Nameless Hagiography of John 



of Rila” the proto-image of Moses is given other connotations. From my perspective, 

indisputable qualities of the work are: the high theoretical training and mastery of the 

academic language of literary studies and culturology; analyticalness, methodical soundness, 

ability to formulate clear conclusions; the lack of internal contradictions in the introduction; 

the balance between the theoretical states and their defense in a particular material. For me, 

there is no doubt that in the habilitation work the scientometric correspondence for taking the 

position “Associate Professor” is combined with genuine scholarly contributions. This work 

will aid the contemporary understanding of fundamental texts in the Bulgarian medieval 

spirituality.  

The rest of the publications in the competition fall exactly into the fields of knowledge 

described by the author. Apart from the topic of the dissertation, which she developed and 

successfully defended, these are studies on the works of Peter Chernorizetz, on the 

„Miscellany of Tsar Simeon“, ”The martyrdom of St. Clement, pope of Rome”, and others. 

They unveil Stoyanova as an excellent medievalist who has contributed to the studying of 

sources by issuing and researching new transcripts of some medieval compositions. This 

sphere of work is very successful and the author has introduced a number of new transcripts 

of the “Peter Chernorizetz’s Oration”, the “Church saga”, and others; she masters the 

codicology and archeography of the old Cyril texts; she issues texts by the standards of the 

academic linguistic description and editing practices; she works on the problems of textology 

and the translation techniques; she adds philological skills to the literary and culturological 

ones. With her work on ”The martyrdom of St. Clement, pope of Rome”, she translates the 

collection of the Holy Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra in Modern Bulgarian language. Large part of 

Stoyanova’s publications are accessible on the internet through the digitalization of the 

fundamental works of Research centre “Preslav Literary School”. In one of her more recent 

publications “Service for Methodius by Konstantin Preslavsky and  service for Tekla-a 

possible connection“ (Preslav Literary School, 2018, pp. 259-279) she searches for 

intertextual connections on the basis of a rare word “теклоименитъ” and interprets it on the 

basis of the given name of the equal to the Apostles and protomartyr Tekla. The publication is 

an exemplar for the application of the listed qualities and falls into the field of the most 

topical studies of the author on the prototypes and toposes. All this testifies for the complex 

character of her application and outlines her as a perspective Bulgarian researcher of the 

Middle Ages. 

I specifically want to note the scholarly conscientiousness, humility, fellowship, 

responsiveness, and excellent organizational skills of the colleague, with which she  
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